[Identification of yeasts of clinical interest on CHROMagar Candida culture medium.].
The efficiency of CHROMagar Candida was evaluated as a medium for the presumptive identification of yeasts. We tested 36 different yeast species, pertaining to 9 genera: one Blastoschizomyces, 20 Candida, five Cryptococcus, two Geotrichum, one Kloeckera, two Pichia, three Rhodotorula, one Saccharomyces and one Trichosporon, to determine the colony colors and characteristics on this medium. Afterwards, we identified 2,230 strains isolated directly on CHROMagar Candida from clinical samples by specific colouration and morphology of the colonies after 72 hours. Their results were compared with standard methods for the identification of yeasts. The sensitivity and specificity were both superior to 97% for all strains, 100% and 100% for Candida albicans, 97.3% and 99.9% for Candida glabrata, 92.3% and 99.6% for Candida krusei, 90.3% and 99.6% for Candida parapsilosis, and 100% and 100% for Candida tropicalis. CHROMagar Candida is a very useful medium for the culture of clinical samples; its use for identification of yeasts has an accuracy of 97.5%, close to 100% of conventional methods.